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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
1. In view of the Appeal brief filed on 05/26/2005 and the Appeal Conference conducted on 

C 

08/1 1/2005 with supervisors, Mehrdad Dastouri and Chris Kelley, and examiner, Tung Vo, the 4 
final rejection dated 08/25/2004 has been withdrawn. The Office Action is set forth below. 

It is noted in the Appeal Conference that claims 26-31, 39-44, 47-50, 52-66 have similar 
subject matters as indicated in claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-9, 1 1-18. Therefore, claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-9, 1 1- 
18, 26-31, 39-44, 47-50, and 52-66 are considered in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-9, 11-18, 26-31, 39-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ng (US 5,731,832) in view of Maeno (US 5,283,644). 

Re claims 1, 8, 13-15, 26, and 39, Ng teaches a surveillance method for operating a 
general purpose computer to provide remote surveillance of an internal area of a building, 
comprising: 
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receiving a surveillance image from a local camera directed at the internal area of the 
building (Note a camera (14 of fig. 1) captures an image (16 of fig. 1) and then provides to a 
processor (12 of fig. 1) for processing; see also col. 3, lines 34-44 ); 

a general purpose computer (fig. 2) for comparing the surveillance image with a reference 
image to produce a comparison result {Note the difference logic circuit (68 of fig. 3) of the image 
processor (60 of fig. 3) compares a current image with the reference image to provide the 
comparison result to generate an alarm condition by Detector and Alarm Generator (74 of fig. 
3); see also col. 6, lines 18-28), 

detecting presence of an activity condition based on the comparison result ( Note a 
detector (74 of fig. 3) is detecting motion that occurs (present) in the current image; see also col. 
6, lines 29-47), 

notifying an interested user of the activity condition when the presence of the activity 
condition is detected ( Note the detector (74 of fig. 3) outputs signals (notification) to activate 
alarms, contact a security service, or perform other functions in response to detection of motion 
in the image, wherein the detection of motion automatically contact a local police department, a 
security service, or particular employees or managers of the building ; see also col. 4, lines 46- 
49, and col. 6, lines 40-47), 

wherein said notifying includes at least transmitting the surveillance image to a remote 
computer (police department includes a computer fig. 2)over a global computer network (col. 4, 
lines 40-42) automatically when the activity condition is detected (Note the modem (28 of fig. 1) 
can transmit the image captured from the camera (14 of fig. 1) at the time the motion is detected 
to a remote location, see col. 4, lines 52- 57), and 
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wherein said transmitting includes forming an electronic mail message (Note other 
message would obviously be considered as an electronic mail message being transmitted over 
the network (30 of fig. 1) using a telephone line and/or modem; see also col4. lines 49-51; and 
the modem would be obviously used to access Internet or Network) having a predetermined 
mailing address ( Note col. 4, lines 43- 49, shows the police department, security service, 
particular individuals, or organizations that are considered as the predetermined mailing 
address), and the predetermined mailing address being associated with the interested user 
(security person, police officer, employee, or manager), and 

electronically mailing (transmission over modem is obviously considered electrically 
mailing) the surveillance image to the remote computer over the network using the electronic 
mail message {Note the modem (28 of fig. 1) can transmit the image to the remote location over 
the communication medium (30 of fig. 1) when the motion detection occurs). 

It is noted that Ng teaches the system using modem (28 of fig. 1) and network (30 of fig. 
1) for transmitting audible alarm, visual alarm, a warning tone or other messages (text, data, 
image) in response to the detection of motion to the police department or security service. The 
use of modem and network in the Ng's system would be able to access to other networks such as 
Internet, web, web Brower, Internet provider, or WAN. 

Although Ng does not particularly teach the local computer automatically create an 
electronic mail message for predetermined user associated with the remote computer, the 
electronic message having the image included or attached thereto, and automatically sends the 
electronic mail message to the predetermined user via predetermined mailing address; and a 
motion detector as claimed. 
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Maeno teaches the local computer automatically create an electronic mail message for 
predetermined user associated with the remote computer the electronic message having the 
image included or attached thereto, and automatically sends the electronic mail message to the 
predetermined user via predetermined mailing address {Note figures 1 and 4 create the electronic 
mail messages including the image (fig. 4) and transmit the created electronic mail message with 
the image attached thereto to the predetermined electronic mail address, police station, security 
company), see also col. 2, lines 49-54; col. 4, lines 30-42; col. 9, lines 55-col. 11, line 52). 
Moreover, Maeno teaches a motion detector (101 of fig. 1) for producing a motion indication 
signal, and wherein said local general purpose computer receives the motion indication signal 
and determines whether an activity condition is present based on the motion indication signal; 
wherein said motion detector and said camera is directed at the location from approximately the 
same direction; wherein the camera attached thereto with motion detection (101 and 102 of fig. 
l;col. 5, lines 10-37). 

Therefore, taking the combined teachings of Ng and Maeno as a whole, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teachings of Maeno into the 
system of Ng to transmit the image from the local computer to the remote computer using the 
email attached thereto with the predetermined email address. 

Doing so would allow the system to transmit an image with text messages together from 
the one place to another locations for viewing in the real time so that the user can save time and 
reduce cost. 



Application/Control Number: 09/098,279 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2613 

Re claims 2, 30, 43, and 47, Ng teaches wherein said detecting of the presence of the 
activity condition comprises: comparing the comparison result with a predetermined threshold 
(102 of fig. 4B); detecting the presence of the activity condition when the comparison result 
exceeds the predetermined threshold (104 of fig. 4B); and detecting the lack of presence of the 
activity condition when the comparison result does not exceed the predetermined threshold (106, 
108 of fig. 4B). 

Re claims 7, 27, and 40, Ng further teaches wherein said notifying further comprises the 
step of providing a distinctive audio or visual indication on the remote computer to notify the 
interested user of the receipt of the activity condition after the electronically mailed surveillance 
image arrives at the remote computer (col. 4, lines 30-38). 

Re claim 1 1, Ng further teaches wherein said remote computer obtains the image that has 
been transmitted and displays the image on the display device (col. 4, lines 50- 57). 

Re claim 12, Ng further teaches wherein said local general -purpose computer determines 
whether an activity condition is present based on the image (fig. 4B). 

Re claims 4, 5, 9, 31, and 44, Ng further teaches wherein said transmitting operates to 
transmit the surveillance image over the Internet to the remote computer, and the police 
department (col. 4) that would have one of a personal computer and a network server (30 of fig. 
I). 

Re claims 16-18, Ng further teaches wherein the image and the alarm status information 
are displayed on a display device of said remote computer (col. 4), and wherein said security 
system detects an alarm condition, the activity condition is made to be present (70 and 74 of fig. 
3); wherein said system further comprises a security system having at least one sensor (74 of fig. 
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3, e.g. where the detector (74) detects and generates an alarm condition and then outputs to the 
police department for viewing). 

Re claims 28-29, 41-42, Ng further teaches recording device (24 of fig. 1) for storing a 
sequence images from the camera (14 of fig. 1) upon detecting the activity condition so as to 
obtain a visual record of the alarm condition (col. 10, line 32-col. 11, line 16). 

Re claim 48, Ng further teaches the message includes a video clip, video signal, 
containing images from the camera (14 of fig. 1) that were obtained from the camera during or 
proximate in time to when the activity condition was detected (col. 3, lines 24-49), thereby 
enabling viewing of the activity condition that caused the signaling of the alarm condition (col. 

4, lines 39-57). 

3. Claims 1-2, 4-5, 7-9, 11-12, 16-18, 26-31, and 39-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Ng (US 5,731,832) in view of Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927 B2). 

Re claims 1, 8, 26, and 39, Ng teaches a surveillance method for operating a general 
purpose computer to provide remote surveillance of an internal area of a building, comprising: 

receiving a surveillance image from a local camera directed at the internal area of the 
building (Note a camera (14 of fig. 1) captures an image (16 of fig. 1) and then provides to a 
processor (12 of fig. 1) for processing; see also col. 3, lines 34-44 ); 

a general purpose computer (fig. 2) for comparing the surveillance image with a reference 
image to produce a comparison result (Note the difference logic circuit (68 of fig. 1) of the image 
processor (60 of fig. 3) compares a current image with the reference image to provide the 
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comparison result to generate an alarm condition by Detector and Alarm Generator (74 of fig. 
3); see also col. 6, lines 18-28), 

detecting presence of an activity condition based on the comparison result ( Note a 
detector (74 of fig. 3) is detecting motion that occurs (present) in the current image; see also col. 
6, lines 29-47), 

notifying an interested user of the activity condition when the presence of the activity 
condition is detected ( Note the detector (74 of fig. 3) outputs signals (notification) to activate 
alarms, contact a security service, or perform other functions in response to detection of motion 
in the image, wherein the detection of motion automatically contact a local police department, a 
security service, or particular employees or managers of the building ; see also col. 4, lines 46- 
49, and col. 6, lines 40-47), 

wherein said notifying includes at least transmitting the surveillance image to a remote 
computer (police department includes a computer fig. 2)over a global computer network (col. 4, 
lines 40-42) automatically when the activity condition is detected (Note the modem (28 of fig. 1) 
can transmit the image captured from the camera (14 of fig. 1) at the time the motion is detected 
to a remote location, see col. 4, lines 52- 57), and 

wherein said transmitting includes forming an electronic mail message (Note other 
message would obviously an electronic mail message being transmitted over the network (30 of 
fig. 1) using a telephone line and/or modem; see also col4. lines 49-51; and the modem would 
obviously access Internet or Network) having a predetermined mailing address ( Note col. 4, 
lines 43- 49, shows the police department, security service, particular individuals, or 
organizations that are considered as the predetermined mailing address), and the predetermined 
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mailing address being associated with the interested user (security person, police officer, 
employee, or manager), and 

electronically mailing (transmission over modem is obviously considered electrically 
mailing) the surveillance image to the remote computer over the network using the electronic 
mail message {Note the modem (28 of fig. 1) can transmit the image to the remote location over 
the communication medium (30 of fig. 1) when the motion detection occurs). 

It is noted that Ng teaches the system using modem (28 of fig. 1) and network (30 of fig. 
1) for transmitting audible alarm, visual alarm, a warning tone or other messages (text, data, 
image) in response to the detection of motion to the police department or security service. The 
use of modem and network in the Ng's system would be able to access to other networks such as 
Internet, web, web Brower, Internet provider, or WAN. 

Although Ng does not particularly teach the local computer automatically create an 
electronic mail message for predetermined user associated with the remote computer, the 
electronic message having the image included or attached thereto, and automatically sends the 
electronic mail message to the predetermined user via predetermined mailing address as claimed. 

Parulski teaches the local computer automatically create an electronic mail message for 
predetermined user associated with the remote computer (Note figures 3 and 4 show that a user 
creates the email order (fig. 4) before the camera is taking an image, so when the camera takes 
picture of the user, the micro computer (29 of fig. I A) automatically creates an electronic mail 
message and transmits the created electronic message to the appropriate user 's e-mail accounts 
or others), the electronic message having the image included or attached thereto, and 
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automatically sends the electronic mail message to the predetermined user via predetermined 
mailing address (col. 4, lines 29-39). 

Therefore, taking the combined teachings of Ng and Parulski as a whole, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the teachings of Parulski into the 
system of Ng to transmit the image from the local computer to the remote computer using the 
email attached thereto with the predetermined email address. 

Doing so would allow the system to transmit an image with text messages together from 
the one place to another locations for viewing in the real time so that the user can save time and 
reduce cost. 

Re claims 2, 30, 43, and 47, Ng teaches wherein said detecting of the presence of the 
activity condition comprises: comparing the comparison result with a predetermined threshold 
(102 of fig. 4B); detecting the presence of the activity condition when the comparison result 
exceeds the predetermined threshold (104 of fig. 4B); and detecting the lack of presence of the 
activity condition when the comparison result does not exceed the predetermined threshold (106, 
108 of fig. 4B). 

Re claims 7, 27, and 40, Ng further teaches wherein said notifying further comprises the 
step of providing a distinctive audio or visual indication on the remote computer to notify the 
interested user of the receipt of the activity condition after the electronically mailed surveillance 
image arrives at the remote computer (col. 4, lines 30-38). 

Re claim 1 1 , Ng further teaches wherein said remote computer obtains the image that has 
been transmitted and displays the image on the display device (col. 4, lines 50- 57). 
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Re claim 12, Ng further teaches wherein said local general-purpose computer determines 
whether an activity condition is present based on the image (fig. 4B). 

Re claims 4, 5, 9, 31, and 44, Ng further teaches wherein said transmitting operates to 
transmit the surveillance image over the Internet to the remote computer, and the police 
department (col. 4) that would have one of a personal computer and a network server (30 of fig. 

V- 

Re claims 16-18, Ng further teaches wherein the image and the alarm status information 
are displayed on a display device of said remote computer (col. 4), and wherein said security 
system detects an alarm condition, the activity condition is made to be present (70 and 74 of fig. 
3); wherein said system further comprises a security system having at least one sensor (74 of fig. 

3, e.g. where the detector (74) detects and generates an alarm condition and then outputs to the 
police department for viewing). 

Re claims 28-29, 41-42, Ng further teaches recording device (24 of fig. 1) for storing a 
sequence images from the camera (14 of fig. 1) upon detecting the activity condition so as to 
obtain a visual record of the alarm condition (col. 10, line 32-col. 11, linel6). 

Re claim 48, Ng further teaches the message includes a video clip, video signal, 
containing images from the camera (14 of fig. 1) that were obtained from the camera during or 
proximate in time to when the activity condition was detected (col. 3, lines 24-49), thereby 
enabling viewing of the activity condition that caused the signaling of the alarm condition (col. 

4, lines 39-57). 
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4. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ng (US 
5,731,832) in view of Parulski et al. (US 6,573,927 B2) as applied to claim 8, and further in view 
of Glatt (US 5,926,209). 

Re claims 13-15, the combination of Ng and Parulski does not particularly teach a motion 
detector a motion detector for producing a motion indication signal, and wherein said local 
general purpose computer receives the motion indication signal and determines whether an 
activity condition is present based on the motion indication signal; wherein said motion detector 
and said camera is directed at the location from approximately the same direction; wherein the 
camera attached thereto with motion detection as claimed. 

Glatt teaches a motion detector (260 of fig. 4) for producing a motion indication signal, 
and wherein said local general purpose computer (240 of fig. 4) receives the motion indication 
signal and determines whether an activity condition is present based on the motion indication 
signal; wherein said motion detector (260 of fig. 4) and said camera (240 of fig. 4) is directed at 
the location from approximately the same direction; wherein the camera (240 of fig. 4) attached 
thereto with motion detector (260 of fig. 4). 

Taking the combined teachings of Ng, Parulski, and Glatt as a whole, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the motion detector (260 of fig. 4) of 
Glatt into the combined system of Ng and Parulski to trigger the camera to take the image when 
the motion signal is detected. 

Doing so would allow the user to quickly receive an alarm notification an enable review 
video image at particularly location where the motion occurs. 



j 
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5. Claims 49-50, 52-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ng 
(US 5,731,832) in view of Acosta(US 6,166,729). 

Re claims 49-50, 52-53, Ng teaches a surveillance method for operating a general 
purpose computer to provide remote surveillance of an internal area of a building, comprising: 

receiving a surveillance image from a local camera directed at the internal area of the 
building (Note a camera (14 of fig. 1) captures an image (16 of fig. 1) and then provides to a 
processor (12 of fig. 1) for processing; see also col. 3, lines 34-44 ); 

a general purpose computer (fig. 2) for comparing the surveillance image with a reference 
image to produce a comparison result {Note the difference logic circuit (68 of fig. 1) of the image 
processor (60 of fig. 3) compares a current image with the reference image to provide the 
comparison result to generate an alarm condition by Detector and Alarm Generator (74 of fig. 
3); see also col. 6, lines 18-28), 

detecting presence of an activity condition based on the comparison result ( Note a 
detector (74 of fig. 3) is detecting motion that occurs (present) in the current image; see also col. 

6, lines 29-47), 

notifying an interested user of the activity condition when the presence of the activity 
condition is detected ( Note the detector (74 of fig. 3) outputs signals (notification) to activate 
alarms, contact a security service, or perform other functions in response to detection of motion 
in the image, wherein the detection of motion automatically contact a local police department, a 
security service, or particular employees or managers of the building ; see also col. 4, lines 46- 
49, and col. 6, lines 40-47), 
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wherein said notifying includes at least transmitting the surveillance image to a remote 
computer (police department includes a computer fig. 2)owqx a global computer network (col. 4, 
lines 40-42) automatically when the activity condition is detected (Note the modem (28 of fig. 1) 
can transmit the image captured from the camera (14 of fig. 1) at the time the motion is detected 
to a remote location, see col. 4, lines 52- 57), and 

wherein said transmitting includes forming an electronic mail message (Note other 
message would obviously an electronic mail message being transmitted over the network (30 of 
fig. 1) using a telephone line and/or modem; see also col4. lines 49-51; and the modem would 
obviously access Internet or Network) having a predetermined mailing address ( Note col. 4, 
lines 43- 49, shows the police department, security service, particular individuals, or 
organizations that are considered as the predetermined mailing address), to inform the security 
person, police officer, employee, or manager the activity condition (motion detection occurred); 
wherein said detecting of the presence of the activity condition comprises: comparing the 
comparison result with a predetermined threshold (102 of fig. 4B); detecting the presence of the 
activity condition when the comparison result exceeds the predetermined threshold (104 of fig. 
4B); and detecting the lack of presence of the activity condition when the comparison result does 
not exceed the predetermined threshold (106, 108 of fig. 4B). 

It is noted that Ng teaches the system using modem (28 of fig. 1) and network (30 of fig. 
1) for transmitting audible alarm, visual alarm, a warning tone or other messages (text, data, 
image) in response to the detection of motion to the police department or security service. The 
use of modem and network in the Ng's system would be able to access to other networks such as 
Internet, web, web Brower, Internet provider, or WAN. 



Application/Control Number: 09/098,279 Page 15 

Art Unit: 2613 

However, Ng does not particularly teach the network comprises the Internet and wherein 
the remote computer is an Internet Server that stores from plurality of different cameras, and 
wherein an interested user is able to view at least certain of the images by accessing the Internet 
server via a web browser application on a user computer as claimed. 

Acosta teaches the network (10 of fig. 1) comprises the Internet (20 of fig. 1) and 
wherein the remote computer (16, 18, 20 of fig. 1) is an Internet Server (16 of fig. 1) that stores 
images from plurality of different cameras (12 of fig. 1), and wherein an interested user (22 of 
fig. 1) is able to view at least certain of the images by accessing the Internet server via a web 
browser application on a user computer (col. 8, lines 1-34). 

Takings the combined teachings of Ng and Acosta as a whole, it would have been 
obvious to incorporate the arranging of elements (12, 14, 16, 18, 20 and 22 of fig. 1) of Acosta 
into the system of Ng for transmitting the image captured from the camera to the designated 
address using Internet. Doing so would allow the user to log in or access the Internet based on 
permissions level to view the real time and stored image. 

6. Claims 62-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ng (US 
5,731,832) in view of Acosta (US 6,166,729) as applied to claim 58, and further in view of Glatt 
(US 5,926,209). 

Re claims 62-66, the combination of Ng and Acosta does not particularly teach a motion 
detector a motion detector for producing a motion indication signal, and wherein said local 
general purpose computer receives the motion indication signal and determines whether an 
activity condition is present based on the motion indication signal; wherein said motion detector 
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and said camera is directed at the location from approximately the same direction; wherein the 
camera attached thereto with motion detection as claimed. 

Glatt teaches a motion detector (260 of fig. 4) for producing a motion indication signal, 
and wherein said local general purpose computer (240 of fig. 4) receives the motion indication 
signal and determines whether an activity condition is present based on the motion indication 
signal; wherein said motion detector (260 of fig. 4) and said camera (240 of fig. 4) is directed at 
the location from approximately the same direction; wherein the camera (240 of fig. 4) attached 
thereto with motion detector (260 of fig. 4). 

Taking the combined teachings of Ng, Acosta, and Glatt as a whole, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to incorporate the motion detector (260 of fig. 4) of 
Glatt into the combined system of Ng and Acosta to trigger the camera to take the image when 
the motion signal is detected. 

Doing so would allow the user to quickly receive an alarm notification an enable review 
video image at particularly location where the motion occurs. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. See the previous Office Action 
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